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A Basic Discussion

about the Three Kingdom Age Idu

Kim, Young—wook

Before the invention of Hangeul, We, Korean used 'Idu' to communicate
each other, The oldest forms of it sprouted from Three Kingdom age. If we
look at Samgukji, Samguksagi, Samgukryusa, we can find the record on the
letters or documents which Old Korean people used and some jobs which
related with the usage of the old letters, According to Samgukji, at the
beginning of the first century, Korean people got jobs of writing letters and
making documents for the state administration,

Idu was evolved from Chinese characters, It seems to be Goguryeo people
who first invented Idu at the 5th century, But it was premature and the idu was
partly used in the context of classic chinese sentences. But Goguryeo Idu was
succeeded to Silla people, it became more developed. Silla people developed

more cultivated writing system until the 7th century.

Key words: three Kingdom age, Idu, Samgukji, Goguryeo, Silla(#F

%), Jeonsaeum(BEHEE)
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